Effects of melphalan on the development of experimental pancreatic cancer.
The effects of melphalan were studied in rats fed raw soya flour and injected with azaserine in order to determine the suitability of this experimental model for testing drugs potentially useful for the treatment of pancreatic cancer. While melphalan did not prevent or delay the development of pancreatic cancer in these rats, the drug significantly lessened the number and size of the premalignant proliferative lesions in the pancreas. It seems that the model is useful both for testing potentially useful therapeutic agents and for analysing some of the processes involved in the development of pancreatic cancer.